
NO BORDERS TOUR
VENICE SLOVANIA, CROATIA, BOSNIA & MONTENEGRO



My first experience riding through these countries was 
more then I expected.  The countries, the people;

everything was so interesting, everyone was so easy to 
talk to and they were ready to help with any questions.  
They advised me on areas of interest to visit.   Thanks to 
my guide Darko Novosel from Mototrip Tours for this 

amazing trip.  I truly recommend this trip as a  
great adventure! great adventure! 



I want to thank my amazing family and friends
for supporting me during this trip.

I dedicated this trip to
Jo-Ann, loving friend
and mother.



My first adventure in Europe started in Venice with my friends; Burton
McHardy and Normand Frenee. Burt is from Québec, Canada and Normand, Dallas, Texas.

We travelled to Venice, Italy from our home town.

Here are the beauful
canal - streets  of Venice.



Then we had a ride in a Taxi Boat to get to 
Murano, where they have famous glass

blowing factories and shops.



Here is the renown St Mark's Campanile Tower in Santa Croce  
which the Veneans call the "Master of the house", moreover, 
the famous bell tower of San Marco. It is 97 metres high and on 
top is a golden statue of the Archangel Gabriel. The statue is 3 
metres high and has big wings that, when pushed by the wind, 
make it rotate. For the Veneans, when the angel is facing the 

Basilica, it is a sign that there will be high water.



Aer leaving Venice we crossed into Slovania then we entered Croaa.

In Zagreb I met my friend Luc Corbeil from Ontario, Canada where we embarked on 
our adventure in the Balkan Countries.

Leaving Venice going to Slovania.



I got to visit the Cathedral of St Stephen and the Fort with the house of Cardinal, 
Alojzije Stepinac; he his the symbol of the Croaan Catholic identy.



Upper town, the market and the streets of Zagreb.

Then we had diner at Restaurant Vinodol 
who offers a great variety of tradional 
connental and Mediterranean cuisine.

Burt showing of his decal that was
custom made for his Motorcycle.



We travelled in Zagreb to the FSI Ski World 
Cup Center with our Guide Darko, from 

Mototrip tours.

We le Zagreb going in the Dinaric Alps villages;
Pisarovina, Karlovac & Rastoke where we stopped for coffee.



Then we travelled to Zeljava secret underground airport which was built 3km underground
by the Communist government of Yugoslavia, once housed dozens of MIG Fighter Jets.

Here is the secret entrance of the aiport seen from inside and outside.



Transport plane le aer the war, you can see bullet holes.



We did a race on the airport tarmac and rode the B.M.W. R1200 at 220 km/hr.

We rode to Plitvice Selo slept at Plitvice Ethno Houses which is  located
in the heart of  Plitvice Naonal Park, in Croaa.



The Naonal Park has 16 lakes and is one of the greatest natural wonders of Europe.





On our way to Bosnia, it wouldn’t stop raining for 150 km, so we stopped for a coffee break.



We crossed a beauful church on the road and the springs of river Cena. 



Crossed into Bosnia then to the city of Mostar.

In Mostar we stayed at the Muslibegovic House.



We visited Mostar’s many damaged buildings that was caused by mortars during the Bosnian war.  





The original bridge was commissioned by Suleiman the Magnificent in 1557 to replace an older 
wooden suspension bridge of dubious stability. Construcon began in 1557 and took nine years:  
according to the inscripon the bridge was completed in 974 AH, corresponding to the period 
between 19 July 1566 and 7 July 1567. Tour directors used to state that the bridge was held

ttogether with metal pins and mortar made from the protein of egg whites. Lile is known of the 
building of the bridge, and all that has been preserved in wring are memories and legends and 
the name of the builder, Mimar Hayruddin (student of Mimar Sinan, the O oman architect). 
Charged under pain of death to construct a bridge of such unprecedented dimensions, the
architect reportedly prepared for his own funeral on the day the scaffolding was finally
removed from the completed structure. Upon its compleon it was the widest man-made

arch in the world.

AcAccording to the 17th century Turkish traveler Evliya Çelebi, the name Mostar itself means 
"bridge-keeper." As Mostar's economic and administrave importance grew with the growing
presence of O oman rule, the precarious wooden suspension bridge over the Neretva gorge 
rrequired replacement. The old bridge on the river "...was made of wood and hung on chains," 
wrote the O oman geographer Kap Çelebi, and it "...swayed so much that people crossing it 
did so in mortal fear". In 1566, Mimar Hayruddin, a student of the great architect Sinan, de-

signed Stari Most during the reign of Suleyman the Magnificent. The bridge was said to have cost 
300,000 Drams (silver coins) to build. The two-year construcon project was supervised by Kara-
goz Mehmet Bey, Sultan Suleyman's son-in-law and the patron of Mostar's most important 

mosque complex, called the Hadzi Mehmed Karadzozbeg Mosque.

The bridge, 28 meters long and 20 meters high (90' by 64'), quickly became a wonder in its own 
me. The famous traveler Evliya Çelebi wrote in the 17th century that: the bridge is like a rain-
bow arch soaring up to the skies, extending from one cliff to the other. ...I, a poor and miserable 
slave of Allah, have passed through 16 countries, but I have never seen such a high bridge. It is 

thrown from rock to rock as high as the sky.



Le Mostar to Jablanica and we stopped at lake Ramsko on the way to Sarajevo,
the roads to the lake where very twisty. 





In 1715, about 700 people of Cena, together with a number of Franciscan monks bearing a picture of the 
Mother of Grace, took refuge in Grad, the fortress above the present town, from an O oman army comprising 

ten thousand soldiers, who began a ferocious aack on 14 August. 

AAer three hours of furious assault, during which the Franciscans and the people prayed before the picture of 
the Mother of Grace, the all-conquering Turkish army suddenly and inexplicably took flight. On August 15th the 
Turkish army fled towards Bosnia leaving behind 10,000 dead soldiers while on the croaan side only 39 people 
lost their lives.Witnesses said that a white lady illuminated by a vast light had appeared before the besieging

soldiers. It is believed to this day that Our Lady achieved a great victory over the invading hordes.

AAer their victory people of Sinj and surrounding area collected 80 golden duckets to crown the Virgin Mary with 
the golden crown on the 22nd of September 1716.

The tradional Tilters Tournament of Sinj (Alka) takes place every year on the first Sunday in August to 
commemorate the victory over the Turkish army in 1715. The lters, dressed in the tradional costumes, ride on 
horseback in full gallop, trying to thrust a ring (alka), hanging from a wire, with a lance. The lter who scores the 
highest number of points (punat) is declared victor. Many visitors from Croaa and abroad visit the Tilters 

Tournament every year.

The moThe most important pilgrimage occurs on the Feast of the Assumpon on August 15th, when many people arrive 
on foot, some even travelling barefoot. Many graces and miracles have been reported by those seeking the 
intercession of the Madonna of Sinj (Sinjske Gospe). The people of Sinj and the Cena district have presented a 

wreath comprising 12 silver stars to their patroness as a token of their gratude and love. 



Beauful restaurant for lunch on our way to Sarajevo, we then connued on our route.

Sarajevo memorial bridge.

Also the Memorial for the Children killed during the Siege of Sarajevo. 1992-1995



The Eternal Flame Memorial of the war.

In Sarajevo we went on a city tour with a guide by the name of Enes.

The public library in Sarajevo.



The fountain of Sebilj, Burt and I drinking from the fountain.  
Legend is, if you drink from the fountain, you will return to Sarajevo.

Sarajevo main street is divided in two which symbolizes the meeng of cultures.



Cathedral of Sarajevo. Handmade artwork out of copper.

One of landmarks that was destroyed during the war, as of today it has been untouched.



As we enter the underground tunnel built underneath the Sarajevo
Airport to reach the tunnel, we took a road called Sniper Alley.

Plaque is placed where King Franz Ferdinand 
and his wife Sophia were assassinated.

The underground tunnel was handmade under the internaonal airport for the people.  It was 
built so eveyone could get food, ammunion and necessies during the war which were brought 

in by allied forces such as Canada.



Between 1992 and 1996, Bosnian Serb Forces bombarded the city of Sarajevo in what is remembered as the longest 
siege in the history of modern warfare. As you can imagine this kind of event leaves serious scars both in the hearts of 
those affected and on the city’s infrastructure. A Sarajevo Rose is a concrete scar made by a mortar shell explosion that 
was later painted with red resin as a memorial to those who were killed during the Siege of Sarajevo. It seems 

unnatural to compare the mark of a mortar explosion to the beauty of a rose, but the unique fragmentaon paern of 
a mortar round hing concrete does indeed have a floral look. Sll, while roses are a symbol of love and beauty, 
SaSarajevo Roses represent a collecve memory of the physical scars of war. Although many Sarajevo Roses have 

disappeared as the asphalt was replaced in the 16 years since the conflict ended, there are sll many of them le. And 
that’s not very surprising considering the number of shells that dropped during the 1,335 days the city was under 
siege. According to some esmates an average of 329 bombs hit Sarajevo every day, with a maximum of 3,777 

rrecorded on July 22, 1993. There are Sarajevo Roses in front of churches, bakeries, on pedestrian streets serving as a 
reminder of the constant horror in which the people of Sarajevo lived for almost four years. Sarajevo Roses have 
become very popular tourist aracons, and that makes many of the vicms of the Bosnian War want to erase all of 
them. They feel that being sold to tourists cheapens their original meaning as reminders of a tragic event that claimed 
so many innocent lives. Other believe they bring back unnecessary memories of something that happened a long me 
agago, while others would just like to have seamless streets. But the Sarajevo Roses sll remain etched in asphalt as a 

testament of what the Bosnian city and its inhabitants had to endure.

Burt and Luc coming out of the tunnel.



As we departed from Sarajevo on our way to Foca going to Montenegro. 

Aer we le Foca, we entered Montenegro.  We rode trough theCanyons of Lake Piva. 
We had lunch in Pluzine, then we started to climb Durmitor.



On our way to Zabljak we climbed to Dourmitor Naonal Park which is 7000 feet of very narrow 
mountain pass and we finished in Zabljak, on the way one of the motorcyclist slipped of the road. We 

were able to get it out, and aer verificaon his moto was fine, so we kept on going.

We started riding from Zabljak, toward the canyon of river Tana, is was a very wet day
and we stopped for lamb crossing, we drove to Mojokovac through canyon river Moraka.





It’s beauful through the mountains of Durmitor Naonal Park in Montenegro  but it was a rainy day. 
The scenery is breath taking.  The Naonal Park is part of Unesco.



The tunnels in Dormitor Naonal Park.



We had lunch in a small village where I took pictures by the bridge before entering  the Lovcen
Naonal Park.



  We climbed 470 steps to the Mjegus Mausoleum.

25 harpins to get to the city of Kotor which I was able to
drive 16 km in 18 minutes.



The Kotor fortress is high above the town, the city walls represent a mix of ramparts, gates, churches 
and fortresses. Their construcon started in the 9th century and in the 15th century they

finally formed a full loop up into the hillside, 4.5 km long. During the day me it is not easy to see the 
difference between the grey stones of the walls and the greyish rocks of the surrounding mountains, 

but at night the walls are illuminated and then Kotor looks like a fairy tale!



Within the walls of the city of Kotor.

City of Kotor.



Being greated at our Hotel Royal Princess in Dubrovnik.  Dubrovnik in south Dalmaa region, is 
definitely one of the nicest places in Croaa.  Stones walls and streets, marble-paved squares and 
Dalman’s charisma is something you won’t miss.  The city took a lot of damage from two

earthquakes in 1667, recovered when Napoleon arrived in 1806.  During the war from 1991-1995, the 
city was almost completely destroyed once again.   Today it stands as the biggest highlight of Croaa, 
oen called as ‘the pearl of Adriac’. Walls around the city are around 2km long and 82 high, 

ccompletely surrounding the Old Town.

Taxi boat that brought us from our hotel to the old fortress of Dubrovnick.



Downtown Dubrovnik and the church.

Library in Dubrovnick.

Market downtown.



We are starng to explore the Croaon coast.  Riding the scenic coastal road towards the Island of 
Hvar; and on the way we visited many amazing aracons. In Mali Ston known for it’s longest

defensive wall in Europe.

Visited the Bay of Ston and stopped by an oyster farm.

Stopped in Ston.

The The Walls of Ston are a series of defensive 
stone walls, originally more than 7 kilometres  
long, that surrounded and protected the city 
of Ston, in Dalmaa, part of the Republic of 
Ragusa, in what is now southern Croaa. The 

Walls of Ston were known as the
"European wall of China".



Despite being well protected by massive city walls, the Republic of Ragusa used Pelješac to build 
another line of defence. At its narrowest point, just before it joins the mainland, a wall was built 
from Ston to Mali Ston. Throughout the era of the Republic, the walls were maintained and 
renovated once they meant to protect the precious salt pans that contributed to Dubrovnik's 

wealth, which are sll being worked today.

Demolion Demolion work began on the walls following the fall of the Republic. Later the Austrian authories 
took materials away from the wall to build schools and community buildings, and also for a

 triumphal arch on the occasion of the visit by the Austrian Emperor in 1884. The wall around Mali 
Ston was demolished with the excuse that it was damaging the health of the people. The demolion 

was halted aer World War II.



On our ride along peninsula
Palijesca, we stopped in Zuijana for a swim.

Ferry back to the main land.

We took a second ferry to the island of Hvar.
Beach on the Island of Hvar and slept in Milna.  



Exploring the fortress Spanjola.





With my motorcycle I went to do off-road the road was very narrow by the 
sea at 200 meter elevaon with no guard rails or any protecon.



Going trough one of the small villages going to the city Milna, the streets are 
very narrow. We stopped at a restaurant aer the off road.



The view on the adriac coast is breathtaking.

Picnic in Vransko.

Another a two hour ferry to Split. Split is the second-largest city of Croaa and the largest city of the region 
of Dalmaa. It lies on the eastern shore of the Adriac Sea, centered on the Roman Palace of the Emperor 
Dioclean. Spread over a central peninsula and its surroundings, Split's greater area includes the neighboring
seaside towns as well. An intraregional transport hub and popular tourist desnaon, the city is a link to 

numerous Adriac islands and the Apennine peninsula.



On our way to the Island of Pag  where we stopped on bridge, the roads are naked.

Our hotel was Boskinac, which is also a restaurant and a winery.



Took the ferry back to the main land and rode the nicest part of the
coastal road trough Senj towards Istrian peninsula and headed to Hum.



We visited the city of Hum it is situated in the centre of 
Istria with barely 20 inhabitants. Only anhour long 
pleasant drive from Umag, you can turn your trip to 
Hum into a beauful story of Istrian small towns. This 
hidden part of Istria is extremely friendly to random 
visitors and you can always find a parking space there 
and as traffic jams are rare even in the peak of the 

summer season.summer season.



We arrived in the city of Buzet, our hotel was Vela Vrata.



We arrived in the city of Buzet, our hotel was Vela Vrata.

Our hotel was Vela Vrata.

The photos of Luc, Burt and Normand as we where heading to Zagreb
to finish our adventure in the Balkans.



My next adventure will be in July 2017. The tour wil start in  Munich, Germany
then Austria, Czech Republic, Poland and the Balc Countries from which I will enter 
Russia into St-Petersburg, then Moskow through Siberia and finish in Vladivostok at the 

border of China & North Korea.

It is very complicated to enter Russia as you need to be invited then you receive a
vvoucher wich specifies the areas you will be entering and residing while in the country 

then I apply for a business visa, which will give me me to tour the country.


